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the theologians had failed miserably. People said, "Kabir,
you are an illiterate, ignorant person, how can you bring about
the desired unity ? " Kabir answered, " Heated by bookish
knowledge theologians have become like hardened bricks. If
two pieces of hard-burnt bricks strike against each other,
they only produce fire. But we ignorant people are like clay.
Two lumps of clay can easily be welded into one. "
Providence has sent to India sect after sect and at the
same time God has sent devotee after devotee to bring
about a fusion of the different elements. None obliterated
the other. Our heroes are not those who have made military'
conquests but those who have brought about a synthesis of
different cultures. Hence Ram, Krishna, Buddha are our
greatest heroes. Kabir also kept up the glorious tradition of
his great predecessors. He said, " There is no separate name
for rny message. You may call it the message of India or the
Indian way of life. " The followers of Kabir still call them-
selves Bharata-Pathikas.
According to Kabir, a stringed instrument like the Vina
has many strings producing different tones of different
pitches; but each one of them is indispensable to an expert
musician. He would not leave out a single string. Only an
amateur in his anxiety to simplify, cheapens it by reducing
the many-stringed Vina into a monotonous Ek-tara.
Of the numerous religious thoughts of India not a single
one should be left out of consideration. They are the various
strings of one instrument which would combine to produce
the harmonious music of Indian Sadhana.
The very same thing was put in a more beautiful form
by the great devotee Rajjabji. When asked about the
difference between sects Rajjabji said : " There are as many
sects as there are men. Every individual represents a special
manifestation of God. " Here he strikes that note of tolera-
tion which is India's special characteristic. According to him
a Guru is like a shower of rain which will fertilize the mind
of the disciples and help them develop their own peculiar
specialities. The Guru must not forget that in the disciple,
too* there is the manifestation of the Divine Being. He has
TO right tt> smother the potential individuality of the disciple
burden of his own ideas and opinions. Thus when